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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A computer-implemented method for requesting rating information related to a particular 
location, the method comprising: 

determining a current location of a user via a position-determining device; 

interacting with the user to determine the particular location based upon the current 
location, in response to an inquiry from the user about the rating information 
associated with the particular location, wherein the interacting comprises 
receiving differential information indicative of a distance between the current 
location and the particular location from the user; 

transmitting the particular location to a wireless network to request the rating 
information; and 

displaying, upon receipt of the rating information from the wireless network, at least part 
of the rating information to the user. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining a compass direction between the 
current location and the particular location. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the differential information indicating a distance 
comprises an indication of a travel time from the current location. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the differential information further comprises an 
indication of the compass direction between the current location and the particular 
location. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein transmitting the particular location to the wireless 
network comprises: 

determining the particular location based on the current location and the differential 

information; and 
transmitting the particular location to the wireless network. 
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein transmitting the particular location to the wireless 
network comprises transmitting the current location and the differential information to 
the wireless network. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the rating information comprises information relating to 
a point of interest located near the particular location. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the rating information comprises information relating to 
a plurality of points of interest related to the particular location. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the rating information comprises user ratings for one or 
more points of interest related to the particular location. 

10. An apparatus for requesting rating information related to a particular location, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a position determining device for determining a current location; 

a compass, wherein the compass indicates directional information between the current 

location and the particular location; 
a user interface for receiving input from a user located at the current location, wherein the 

user input comprises differential information indicating a distance between the 

current location and the particular location; 
a transmitter for transmitting the particular location to a wireless network to request 

rating information related to the particular location; 
a receiver for receiving from a wireless network rating information related to the 

particular location; and 
a display device to display the rating information to the user. 

11. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising a processor for determining the particular 
location based on the current location, directional information and the differential 
information. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein transmitter couples with the processor to transmit the 
particular location as part of the request for rating information. 
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13. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the transmitter is configured to transmit the particular 
location as part of the request for rating information. 

14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the transmitter is configured to transmit the current 
location, directional information and differential information as part of the request for 
rating information. 

15. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the position determining device is a global 
positioning system receiver. 

16. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the compass is a digital compass. 

17. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the rating information comprises user ratings of one 
or more points of interest proximate to the second location. 

18. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the directional information comprises a compass 
direction between the current location and the particular location. 

19. A machine-accessible medium containing instructions, which when executed by a 
mnchine, cause said machine to perform operations, comprising: 

determining a current location of a user via a position-determining device; 

interacting with the user to determine the particular location based upon the current 
location, in response to an inquiry from the user about the rating information 
associated with the particular location, wherein the interacting comprises 
receiving differential information indicative of a distance between the current 
location and the particular location from the user; 

transmitting the particular location to a wireless network to request the rating 
information; and 

displaying, upon receipt of the rating information from the wireless network, at least part 
of the rating information to the user. 

20. The machine-accessible medium of claim 19, further comprising determining directional 
information between the current location and the particular location. 
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21. The machine-accessible medium of claim 19, wherein the rating information comprises 
user ratings for one or more points of interest proximate to the particular location. 

22. A method for providing rating information using a wireless network, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a request from a user located at a current location for rating information related 
to a particular location, wherein the request comprises an indication of the current 
location; 

receiving differential information from the user, the differential information describing 

the particular location relative to the current location; 
determining the particular location based upon the differential information and the 

indication of the current location; 
retrieving the rating information related to the particular location; and 
transmitting to the user the rating information related to the particular location. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the rating information comprises ratings relating to a 
plurality of points of interest associated with the particular location. 

24. The method of claim 22, wherein the rating information comprises user ratings relating to 
a plurality of points of interest associated with the particular location. 

25. The method of claim 22, wherein receiving the request comprises receiving the request 
from the user via a wireless network, and wherein transmitting to the user comprises 
transmitting the rating information to the user via a wireless network. 

26. The method of claim 22, wherein the differential information comprises an indication of 
the distance between the current location and the particular location. 



